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RULES 2026

»10th LICHTER VR Storytelling Award«

1. PLACE AND DATE

The 19" Frankfurt International LICHTER Film Festival will take place from the 28t of April to the 3w of May, 2026
in Frankfurt am Main, Germany.

2. ORGANISATION
The organiser and sponsor is the LICHTER Filmkultur e.V., Frankfurt am Main.

3. OBJECTIVE

The LICHTER Film Festival aims to showcase film culture to a broad public by combining the latest
productions from the Rhine-Main region with German film highlights and productions from current world
cinema. In a separate contest, 360 degree films and VR-Experiences which have been conceived for virtual
reality end devices will be presented — submissions can be made internationally and regardless of theme.

4. CONTEST AND PROGRAMME

The festival includes various contest programmes and special series.

The VR contest will be announced internationally. Works which fulfil the following criteria may enter:
e Maximum length of 20 minutes (applies to 360°-Videos only)

e Can be played on mobile VR devices (applies to 360°-Videos only)

® Are not older than 2 years

A total of five works will be presented to the audience in public screenings during the festival and the
winner will be honoured in a special award presentation.

5. NOMINATIONS

An independent jury appointed by the festival management will determine the finalists and winner of the
contest from all the entries. There is no legal entitlement for contest participation. The festival
management reserves the right to show entries which have not been nominated by the jury in another
context or festival section upon agreement with the film’s director or producer.

The festival will only pay a hire fee for the screening of a film in substantiated exceptional cases which have
been agreed upon. The works are to be supplied to the festival free of charge.

6. PARTICIPATION

By sending the entry form, the entrant offers binding permission to the organiser for the screening of the
work. The call for entries will run until January 19th- 2026. After the event organiser has announced the
participation of the work in the festival, it is no longer possible to withdraw this from the festival programme.
If this rule is violated, the entrant will be liable for any extra work caused and the costs this involves. The
premiere status given in the entry form is binding. The entrant confirms that all legal requirements for a
public screening of the work within the framework of the LICHTER Film Festival are fulfilled.

7. AWARD PRESENTATION
The award presentation will be held during the festival. The winner of the contest will be notified by the
festival management.
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8. VIEWING / SCREENING COPIES

The works must be provided to the festival as a digital download from the date of submission until at least
four weeks after the end of the entry period. Sending the works on physical data carriers is possible by
agreement although the entrant must pay for the postage costs involved. The submitted works should
correspond to the final version suitable for screening. Exceptions are possible but require prior arrangement
with the festival management. For VR-Experiences that require additional Render-Hardware besides the
VR-Headset, please include a playthrough-video.

If the works are not in English, subtitles are required.

9. ADVERTISING MATERIAL

The registration form provides information on which documents must be enclosed for registration. The
festival has the unrestricted right to use all image and press materials for press and PR purposes.
Furthermore, the festival reserves the right to use up to 20-second-long clips from selected contest entries
for festival trailers.

Please send existing press material in digital form to: p.mehler@lichter-filmfest.de

10. SCREENING FORMAT

The submitted work must correspond to the screening copy. The entrant must ensure that the submitted
work can be played on mobile VR devices. In the case of technical difficulties with the work’s screening
ability, the festival management reserves the right to withdraw the work from the contest.

11. COPY TRANSPORT / TRANSPORT COSTS

Insofar as agreed with the festival management, individual works may be submitted on data carriers.
DVDs/BluRays, USB flash drives and hard drives are permitted. The entrant must pay for the postage costs.
DVDs/BluRays will not be returned; upon arrangement, USB flash drives/hard drives may be returned at the
expense of the festival.

12. ASSESSMENT
The works will be shown as often as required during the festival.

13. PRESS SCREENING

All works which have been chosen for the official festival programme are available for the individual viewing
of judges and press representatives.

The festival management decides on any questions regarding these guidelines.

The sole place of jurisdiction is Frankfurt am Main.

14. LEGAL BASIS OF DATA PROCESSING

The data processing serves exclusively for the purpose of the execution of the competition. The legal basis
for the processing of personal data to fulfill this obligation is the EU data protection regulation (DSGVO).
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